St. Matthew Catholic Church

Mission Statement:

St. Matthew Church CELEBRATES
the Catholic faith in Jesus Christ by
inspiring all to LOVE God and one
another and to SHARE the Good
News of God's love with others.
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“I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in
me and I in him will bear much fruit, because without
me you can do nothing.” - n 15:5
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Please contact your parish representatives with
questions, concerns, compliments, or ideas!

Parish Council
Chairperson: Len Fatica: 614-537-3747
Rebecca Creasy: rihcreasy@gmail.com
John J. Gleissner: johnjgleissner@gmail.com
Carolyn Lota: carolynlota@yahoo.com
Eva Mendoza: eva_mc74@yahoo.com
Rachel Ploor: rachel.ploor@gmail.com
Joe Sikes: jojosikes@hotamail.com
SSgt. Michael Trevino: Michael. Trevino@marines.usmc.mil

Finance Council
Eric Pollak, Chairperson: 912-414-6929, epollak@fdic.gov
Cindy Gantt: 489-1468

Steve Healy: 865-2869, healysj1@gmail.com

Dr. Bob Jackson: 481-8800, rjackson@georgiasouthern.edu
Ryan Macy: 912-536-2715
Dr. Brian Vicek: blvicek@georgiasouthern.edu
Dr. Mike Wall: 912-531-2559

Pray for our Sick

Names will be kept on the list for four weeks unless the
office is notified otherwise. Please pray for: Jim Agnew,
Ted Bandoni, Terri Beasly, Bill Bolen, Drew Brandon, Mar-
garet Brewer, Orlena Bussie, Karl Collins, Marguerite De-
Foe, Judy Cowning, Margaret Dannacher, Fred Denson,
Dorothy Downs, Karen Dwyer, Chris Eaton, Les Fatica,
Joe & Cassie Gay, Mimi Gibbons, David Greene, Madelyn Grovenstein,

Kate Hall, Nola Hammond, Bob Haranda, Jordan Hathaway, Kelly How-

ard, Mary Harrington, Jon Hart, Mattie James, Miranda Johnson, Peggy
Kearns, Greyson Kennedy, Emily Kerstiens, John Kindig, Cecilia
Krause, Marq Lett, Mae McCain, Selah March, Sarah Mathis, Hugh and
Linda McClendon, Audrey Senecal Sidway, Janet O'Brien, Cathy Orr,
Brooks Padgett, Sande Perrin, Rick and Kathy Poole, Dave Reichard,
Denton and Margie Rouse, April Shuman, Dot Sink, Shirley Smith, Ste-
ve Steinman, Katherine Strickland, Carolyn Strozzo, Joe Subarton, Joe
Sutter, Sullivan family, Connie Tousley, Sharon Tracy, Katharine
Welch, Shirley Wilson, Brian Wolnewitz, Morgan Wurst, Wurst Family,
Jason Yurek, and their caregivers.

Communion Ministry to the Sick/Homebound

If someone needs to be added to the list for Communion Ministry to the
Sick/Homebound, please contact Melinda Cannady at 681-6726.

For those in the Military

Trevor Alderman, Alax Baysinger, Audrey Brenden, Cole Carter, Chris-
topher Doty, Ryan Erikson, David Liddell, Sean Limbach, Anthony Mul-
len, Lexi Murry, Brandon Luke Revenue, Lance Rewis, Matthew Rob-
bins, Cody Stevens, Brian Sullivan, Sarah Sullivan, Sean Sullivan, Kev-
in Tyler, and James Ziegler.

Volunteer Parish Nurse

Mary Anderson is a retired registered nurse who shares her knowledge
of the local medical community and resources with parishioners that
seek or need a medical advocate for themselves or their loved ones.
She also conducts blood pressure checks on Hospitality Sundays. She
can be reached at 912-682-1147.

STAFF DIRECTORY
Fr. John Johnson, Pastor............ jiohnson@diosav.org or 912-681-6726
Fr. Douglas K. Clark (retired-in-residence)....................... 912-681-6726
Fr. Tom Nellis (retired)...........ccoovvvvveeiiiiiiinenn, tfninboro@gmail.com
Deacon Mark Girardeau............ deaconmark@saintmatthewsparish.com
Deacon John O'Malley............... deaconjohn@saintmatthewsparish.com
Helen Almeter, Pastoral Asst./DRE..................... 912-681-6726 ext. 203
Melinda Cannady, Parish Administrator........................... 912-681-6726
David Wentworth, FOCUS Team Dir. ........... david.wentworth@focus.org
Peter Vecchio, Music Director...............cccvvveeeee. peteramgd@gmail.com

The St. Matthew Consolation Ministry
Our Mission: To provide a listening ear and a compassion-
ate presence to help others cope with loss.
Our Mandate: “Bear each other’s burdens and so fulfill the
Law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2).
Contact: Melinda Cannady at 912-681-6726 or
mcannady@saintmatthewsparish.com.

Weekly Collection

April 25, 2021 $

Online Giving $

Total $12,118.76

THANK YOU!!!!

“St. Matthew Find the parish Instagram
Catholic Church q account at:
and Newman \ StMatthewStatesboro
Center”

Abuse Hotline Number: To report sexual abuse of a minor by
a Diocese of Savannah employee or volunteer, call the abuse
hotline number, 888-357-5330, or the Office for the Protection of
Children and Young People, 912-201-4074. To read the diocesan
policy on sexual abuse of minors, go to www.diosav.org/
childyouthprotection.

This Week at St. Matthew

Date: Activities: Mass Intention:
May 2 8 am Mass +Keith Kurchev
Sun. 10:30 am Mass (Livestream)
6 pm Mass
May 3 12:10 pm Mass
Mon.
May 4 12:10 pm Mass
Tues.
May 5 6 pm Confirmation Mass
Wed.
May 6 12:10 pm Mass
Thurs.
May 7 12:10 pm Mass
Fri.
May 8 | 5pm Spanish Mass
Sat.



tel:912-531-2559

Readings for the week of May 2, 2021

Sun: Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32 [26a)/1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn
15:1-8

Mon: 1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Jn 14:6-14

Tues: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21 [cf. 12])/Jn 14:27-31a
Wed: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 [cf. 1]/Jn 15:1-8

Thurs: Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10 [3]/dn 15:9-11

Fri: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 [10a)/Jn 15:12-17

Sat: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/Jn 15:18-21

Next Sun: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 [cf. 2b]/1 Jn
4:7-10/dn 15:9-17

Changes at Mass

Now that more parishioners are returning to Mass,
the seating chart has become more complicated. We
will be dispensing with use of the chart. If you prefer
a specific seat, plan to arrive early to claim it! After
reviewing the latest health guidelines, we have de-
termined that it is safe resume use of the Books of
Divine Worship for the readings and Mass parts.

- Melinda

% CONFIRMATION

Bishop Parkes will administer the sacrament of Confir-

mation to our candidates on Wednesday, May 5 at 6 pm.
All parishioners are invited to attend the Confirmation
Mass. Please continue to pray for the students who are

preparing to receive the sacrament.
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Students in the First Communion class will receive the
sacrament at the weekend Masses on May 15 and 16.

Please continue to keep them in your prayers as they

prepare.
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Children in grades Pre-K through 5 are invited to join us
for Vacation Bible School the week of June 14-18 from
9 am until noon. Volunteers are needed to assist with
Bible stories, music, crafts, recreation, and snacks! For
more information contact Helen at 912-681-6726 or via
email at: mcannady@saintmatthewsparish.com.

FRUITFUL
DISCIPLESHIP

Anyone familiar with gardening knows that proper and time-
ly pruning is essential. The health of the plant depends upon
it. An unpruned tree can quickly produce suckers that zap
many of the essential nutrients from its body. Pruning re-
quires patience and vision. Studies reveal that plants often
respond defensively to being pruned, displaying reactions
that are similar to hurt or discomfort. Pruning is not easy but
necessary. A hard lesson for us to learn is that we also need
to be pruned. We become far healthier when we allow God to
stretch, refine, and form us into the best version of ourselves.
The fruit that then comes from our vines will be more abun-
dant, nutritious, and robust. Left to our own devices we can
easily find ourselves running amuck and spiraling out of con-
trol. Without a proper vision and trust in the Master Pruner,
we will never find the contentment we desperately desire.
Nor will the work of the Gospel stand a chance of succeed-
ing. - LPI Publications

National Day of

PRAYER
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Everyone is invited to attend the National Day of Prayer at the
Bulloch County courthouse on Thursday May. 6 and Friday, May 7.
A scripture reading is scheduled to begin at 8:30 a.m on May 6,
pausing at 11 am to provide time for setup for the National Day of
Prayer event which is scheduled from noon until 1 pm. Once that
event is complete, readings will resume at 1:30 and continue until 9
p.m. On May 7, readings will take place from 8:30 a.m. until 8 p.m.

Teen Bible Study

Students in grades 8-12 are invited to a bible study on
Sundays at 5 pm in the Social Hall.



