
 
 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

As I announced at the weekend Masses, I will begin a new assignment as 

pastor of St. Joseph in Macon, GA on July 1, 2022. I am happy to say that our 

Bishop made this decision after much prayer and consultation in light of some 

unexpected personnel changes within the Diocese of Savannah. He loves his 

priests and the people he shepherds. God is at work in every situation and 

circumstance of our lives—even in those seasons of difficult and unexpected 

change. I know this not only as an article of faith, but as a lived experience in 

the course of my life as a priest. 

Our parish staff and other volunteers worked hard to put together a 

substantive means to receive input from the people of our community by 

conducting a comprehensive Parish Survey and Town Hall Meeting. Your 

generous and thoughtful response to this survey made it possible for us to better 

discern the movements and promptings of the Holy Spirit and His plan for the 

future of St. Matthew. The results of the survey have been and will continue to be implemented in the 

formation of a pastoral plan that will meet both the proximate and long-term needs of our parish. It will 

prove invaluable to those who will continue the mission of our family of faith here at St. Matthew. 

Brothers and sisters, the “wall of pastors” just outside my office will continue to grow as 

generations of Catholics continue in the faith at St. Matthew in Statesboro, GA. The names and faces of 

those who are privileged to serve as your Pastors will continue to change. But Jesus Christ, in whose name 

they serve, is the same Lord today, tomorrow, and forever! 

I ask you to pray for me as I continue to pray for you. I love you, and I thank you for the warm and 

generous way that you welcomed me to be part of your family. You have been an instrument of God which 

has molded me into a better priest. In ways that you cannot know, you go with me to my next assignment. 

Please join me in praying for your new Pastor, Fr. Jason Adams, as he begins his ministry at St. 

Matthew. He is already praying for you. Plans to welcome him are forthcoming. In the meantime, I am not 

gone yet! Yes, I am still your pastor for the next several weeks! Please be assured that there will be a time 

for us to say goodbye. 

Brothers and Sisters, this will not be the last you hear from me. You are my family and I love you. I 

leave you with the words of St. Paul — words that aptly speak for my own heart: “I do not cease to give 

thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 

may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts 

enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 

glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power in us who believe” 

(Ephesians 1:15-19). 

 

Sincerely Yours in Christ, 

 
Fr. John R. Johnson, VF 

Pastor 


